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Cartagena, 22" July 2024

Dear Mr. UEFA Ethics and Disciplinary Inspector

We, Asociacion Cultural Héroes de Cavite, would like to draw your attention to several points
related to the complaint of the Gibraltar Football Association regarding the celebration by the Spanish
national team and fans of the victory in the UEFA European Team Championship 2024, which took

place on 15 July.

The rivalry between Spain and the United Kingdom over Gibraltar, which spans three
centuries, is well known, as are the sensitivities and reactions to that rivalry in both countries and in
the Non-Self-Governing Territory of Gibraltar. It is undoubtedly familiar with the confrontations in the
UN and other forums between the two countries, which fortunately have always been conducted in a

peaceful manner within the channels of international legal legality.

This does not detract from the fact that at a popular and social level the issue has an important
emotional impact on both the Spanish and the British, especially the British. And this is especially
evident in sporting confrontations. For a long time, as far back as 1950, the Gibraltar issue has been
an element of interest to Spanish supporters when it comes to adding colour and emotion to matches
against the English national team. For many years now, it has been commonplace that in anticipation
of a club or national team match, the fans have been chanting, slogans and scarves, with "Gibraltar
Espariol” on the Spanish side, and "Gibraltar is ours" on the English side. In recent times it has
become customary to challenge each other on social networks with a singular bet: "whoever wins the

match gets Gibraltar and Benidorm".

It is in this context that the chants of some of the Spanish national team players, in celebration
of a sporting triumph, should be understood, with the characteristic exhilaration and glee of Spanish
fun and festivities. There was an imaginary bet in which Spain is the winner and jocularly demands
its fulfilment. Obviously, this claim, felt by most Spaniards to be part of their Spanishness, was chanted

and cheered by the fans present.
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This brings us to what Gibraltar really intends with its complaint. It is Gibraltar that politicises
the Spanish celebration by turning the simple expression of a long-standing social and cultural
aspiration of most Spaniards into a punishable and prosecutable fascist act. What the Gibraltar
Football Association is trying to do is to get UEFA to proclaim that calling for the decolonisation of
Gibraltar is a reprehensible political act, as something that is "[...] insulting or otherwise violates basic
rules of decent conduct [...]” and “[...] insults the human dignity of a person or group of persons on

whatever grounds, including skin colour, race, religion, ethnic origin, gender or sexual orientation

[

UEFA cannot under any circumstances become a tool of Gibraltar's bullying diplomacy to
disqualify the expression of a national sentiment which Gibraltarians, for understandable reasons, no
doubt does not share but which must be respected in the same way that Spain accepts the cries and

declarations of "Gibraltar is ours" or "British Gibraltar" from Gibraltarians.

Yours sincerely,

D. Angel Benzal Pintado
Presidente
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